BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in Lanesboro Community Library on Thursday, 25th January 2018 at 4.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Gerard Farrell

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, 


Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole and Paul Ross.

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer





Mr. Alan Slattery, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. Michael Nevin, Head of Enterprise.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Ross, the Minutes of             Committee Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 23rd November 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Ross, the Minutes of             Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 23rd November 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
COUNTY LONGFORD TOURISM PROMOTION – PROPOSALS AND CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR 2018.

Councillor G. Farrell, Cathaoirleach, stated that it was agreed at a recent Municipal District meeting that a presentation be given by Michael Nevin, Head of Enterprise, on County Longford tourism promotion and how the proposed allocation of €20,000 from Ballymahon MD for tourism will be spent.  

Michael gave a comprehensive presentation to the members regarding the following –

· Appointment of new Tourism Officer in Longford County Council.

· Center Parcs Development. 

· Tourism Accommodation. 

· Proposed  “Lakelands” Brand. 

· Walking/Cycling Trails  -  Blueways/Greenways. 

· Corlea Interpretive Centre. 

· Taste of the Lakelands Festival.

Barbara confirmed the allocation of €20,000 from each Municipal District will be managed centrally and used for the continued development of trails, development of itineraries and promotional material, capacity building, support for the fledgling tourism industry, maximising the benefit from the investment in infrastructural works already provided in the County and for tourism promotion of the County, both nationally and internationally. 

Michael also emphasised the importance of connecting the various trails throughout the county and confirmed that the development of the www.longford.ie brand is near completion. 

MANAGEMENT REPORT.
The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
2017 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME .

Additional applications which were received under the Community Support Scheme and recommendations were noted and agreed.

DRAFT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 2017 ANNUAL REPORT.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Ross seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Draft Municipal District Report for inclusion in Longford County Council 2017 Annual Report, as circulated.
TAKING IN CHARGE OF “SHANNON PARK”, EDGEWORTHSTOWN, 

CO. LONGFORD.

On the proposal of Councillor  P. Ross seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of “Shannon Park”, Edgeworthstown, 


Co. Longford, as circulated.
STONEPARK TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE.
It was agreed that Stonepark Tidy Towns Committee be given an opportunity to address the Municipal District members with plans/proposals for their area at the March MD Meeting.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Low Cost Safety Scheme for Lisduff  Cross.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by 

Councillor  C. Murray  -
“I call on Longford County Council to look at a Low Cost Safety Scheme for Lisduff  Cross.   There have been many accidents at this crossroads.  If it was made onto a staggered crossroads and signage put up, it may save lives.”

A. Slattery stated that a site inspection was carried out at this junction this week.  The sightlines are good at this location.  Chevrons are also in place at this location.  The hedgeline seems to have been cut recently.  Longford County Council has not received any notification of accidents; therefore there is no official accident history at this location.

It was agreed that Councillor Farrell will meet Alan at the location to examine his request.
Speed calming measures outside St. Mel’s National School Ardagh and Club Ardagh Creche.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill-           
“That speed calming measures be introduced outside St. Mel’s National 
School Ardagh and Club Ardagh Creche in the interest of public safety.”
A Slattery stated that the school is located in a 50kph zone. Traffic calming works were carried out Ardagh National School in 2015.  Additional signage, and new road marking layout were put in place.  In agreement with the school Principal new pedestrian entrances were constructed at the school entrance.  Any additional safety measures will require the purchase of private lands. Alan confirmed that the issue of speeding can be reported to the Gardai to enforce.

Review of Public Lighting in Ballymahon.

The following Notices of Motions were taken together  -

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor P. O’Toole  -

“That a review of the public lighting take place in Ballymahon with a particular emphasis on lighting of the footpaths.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  P. Ross  -            
 
“I call on Longford County Council to carry out a total review of the public lighting on Main Street, Ballymahon, since the change a number of years ago from the yellow sodium lighting to the white lighting.  Serious concerns have been raised in many quarters regarding numerous dark spots and shadowing along the Main Street.”
 
A Slattery stated that a Notice of Motion was raised at a District meeting in 2015 on the public lighting in Ballymahon.  Following this there was a full study carried out on the town.  The lighting system in Ballymahon town was redesigned and upgraded in early 2016.  Road design have check all public lighting query records and  had no complaints since these lights were put in.

Councillors Ross and O’Toole stated that a number of lights are placed very far apart.

Alan requested that if there is an issue with a particular light or dark spot it should be reported to Road Design section.  Alan also agreed to meet Councillor O'Toole in Ballymahon to look at the areas of concern.
Traffic Island on Pound Street, Edgeworthstown.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 
Councillor  G. Farrell -           
“I call on Longford County Council to completely remove the remains of the traffic island on Pound Street, Edgeworthstown in the interest of public safety. This traffic island has no signage , no lighting and over the Christmas period at least three cars have hit this causing damage to the vehicles.”

A Slattery stated that a site inspection was carried out by the Engineer at this junction/island in Edgeworthstown.  The site inspection confirmed that public lighting is present at this location.  The inspection also confirmed that new road markings were put in place in 2017 and are clearly visible to drivers.  An arrow sign that was on the island has been replaced. 

Road Design Section does not agree with the proposed removal of the island due to traffic safety at the traffic light junction.
Councillor Ross to document the incidents he is aware of at this location and submit to Alan.  
L. Higgins to check with the Finance Section regarding Public Liability claims received in connection with incidents at this location.  Alan also agreed to have a look at the signage on the island.
Remedial works on the culvert at the T- Junction at Cloghan, Abbeyshrule.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor P. O’Toole  -              
"That Longford County Council carry out remedial works on the culvert at the T- Junction at Cloghan, Abbeyshrule, in the interests of road safety "

A Slattery stated that a site inspection has been carried out on the junction by the Area Engineer.  To rectify the culvert at the junction will require excavation works, installation of pipes and partial road reconstruction.  The estimated cost of the works will be €15,000-€20,000.  These works will be included in the bridge repair works for 2018 pending funds.

Two main junctions on the N55 (Nallly'sCorner) and the Athlone Road Junction, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Cahill –       
“Following Longford County Councils meeting with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) last November when the two main junctions on the N55 (Nallly's Corner) and the Athlone Road Junction were discussed in great detail, serious concerns are being raised into the possibility that both junctions are to be controlled by traffic lights.
I now call on Longford County Council to re-engage with TII, as a matter of urgency, with a view to having the Athlone Road junction traffic controlled by the provision of a roundabout.
There is a widely held view by the Ballymahon Business Community and 
various other groups that two sets of traffic lights in such close proximity to each other will only lead to greater traffic congestion in the town, and on the two approach roads concerned than we have at present, which is a very grim prospect for any motorist who will have to encounter it on a daily basis.”
 
A Slattery informed the members that Longford County Council has engaged Roadplan Consulting to carry out a detailed assessment of the N55/R392 Junctions in Ballymahon.  This assessment is currently ongoing.

Extension of footpath along the Island Road, Kenagh as far as the Island Bridge.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Cahill            -
"I call on Longford County Council to extend the footpath along the Island Road, Kenagh as far as the Island Bridge, thus linking the village to the new 
walking routes being created in Corlea and along the Royal Canal"

A Slattery stated that footpath works were carried out on the Island Road Keenagh in 2011/2012.  The footpath was extended approximately 200 metres outside the 50 kph speed limit.  Further extension of the footpath will require land acquisition.  Pending a land acquisition agreement, field drainage works, road widening works and traffic calming signage works at the canal  bridge will be necessary.   Substantial funding will be required to carry out these works.

T. Rooney suggested that an application for this work be prepared by the community in the area. Should funding become available this application can then be considered. 

Surveillance cameras at dumping black spots.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  C. Murray and seconded by 

Councillor G. Farrell  -
"I call on Longford County Council to explore funding opportunities in order to erect surveillance cameras at dumping black spots and bring banks throughout the Ballymahon LEA.”

A Slattery stated that Longford County Council makes every effort to identify and fine or prosecute those responsible for illegal dumping. This includes the use of covert surveillance where appropriate. 

The Council will continue to employ covert surveillance at locations where it is technically feasible to do so and where there is a reasonable prospect of obtaining evidence of sufficient quality to support prosecutions.   

A.O.B.

The following issues were discussed and updates given –
· Road conditions in the MD area  - funding dependent.
· RSA survey on the Ballymulvey Road – to be considered in the context of the Town Plan being prepared for Ballymahon. 
· Flooding at Mosstown, Kenagh  - pending receipt of funding. 

Suspension of Standing Orders.
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for completion of the Agenda.

PRESENTATION BY LANESBORO TOURISM CO-OPERATIVE.
Vincent McGowan and Seadna Ryan, Lanesboro Tourism Co-Operative, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding Lanesborough Tidy Towns who won an Endeavour Award at the 2017 National Tidy Towns Competition and also won the Bank of Ireland Enterprise Town Award in 2017.

They outlined the Committees goals and objectives as follows  -

· To make Lanesborough a better place to live in, to visit and to work in by improving the quality of local environment.

· To promote an inclusive community, where active citizenship is encouraged, by encouraging and facilitating participation from residents of all ages, using various skills and abilities, for the betterment of the whole community.

· To care for our environment and to educate future generations to act sensitively and responsibly.

· To represent our community and our county with pride and distinction in the National Tidy Towns Competition and other associated environmental competitions.

Ongoing Tidy Town activities, recent projects, projects in progress and projects planned to start in 2017 were also detailed.
The members of the MD complimented the representatives on their excellent presentation.

It was agreed that Lanesboro Tourism Cooperative apply for funding under the 2018 Community Grant Support Scheme.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the
22nd March 2018.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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